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■Sensitive enough to detect 
one-watt citizens-band-rad i 
transmission from Pluto, th 
Very Large Array radio 
telescope in New Mexico 
(left) acts like a giant zoom 
lens, making use of the 
earth’s rotation to sweep a 
circle every eight hours. 
When its mobile antennas a, 
clustered for a wide-angle 
view as here, VLA can 
examine radiation in dust 
clouds. With antennas 
\ extended as far as 21 
kilometers apart, it can zoon 
in on distant objects such as 
the galaxy NGC 1265 \ 
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